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KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

 Minutes of Annual Meeting of the council 

held at 2.00 p.m. on Friday 29 June 2018 

at Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare 

 

 
Members Present: Councillor M Miley Jnr (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breen, A 

Breslin, B Caldwell, D Callaghan, M Coleman, I Cussen, M Dalton, S Doyle, T 

Durkan, D Fitzpatrick, B Hillis, I Keatley, C Kelly, M McCabe, P McEvoy, J McGinley, 

S Moore, J Neville, N O’Cearuil, R Power, S Power, M Stafford, P Ward and B Weld. 

 
Apologies: Councillors K Byrne, R Cronin, P Kennedy, A Larkin, M Lynch, F 

McLoughlin Healy, T Murray, J Neville, S O’Neill, J Pender, T Redmond, D Scully, M 

Wall and B Young.  

 
Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Mr J Boland, Ms S Kavanagh, Mr T 

McDonnell, Mr P Minnock (Directors of Service), Ms B Sweeney (A/Head of 

Finance), Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator), Ms K Keane (Meetings Secretary) 

and other officials. 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

1/0618 

Election of Mayor 

The Mayor, Councillor Martin Miley Jnr welcomed the members, staff and guests to 

the Annual Meeting and thanked the members and the people of Kildare for the 

respect shown to him during his time as Mayor. He stated it had been an extremely 

busy year with over 330 events attended and thanked all the organizations for the 

hospitality shown to him during this time. He stated the visit to New York for St 

Patricks Day had been a particular highlight along with the official opening of the 

library in Athy and the council meeting that was held there in June. The Mayor paid 

particular thanks to his wife Louise, his children and his extended family for 

facilitating and affording him the opportunity to carry out the role over the last year.  

The Mayor thanked the staff of Corporate Services, in particular Maura McIvor, for all 
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the assistance over the year and thanked all staff of the council for the courtesy 

shown to him as Mayor and for the work they do. He also thanked the Chief 

Executive, Mr Peter Carey stating he was the third Chief Executive he had worked 

with noting that his commitment to the county and his understanding of the needs of 

the people were exemplary. He also thanked the press and Mr Tony Keane, 

photographer and concluded by saying it had been a privilege and a pleasure to 

serve as Mayor of the County.  

 

On behalf of the Fine Gael group, Councillor Weld thanked the Mayor for an 

outstanding year stating the role can be difficult but he had handled the role very 

well. He also stated he had been an outstanding ambassador for the county, 

especially in Lexington and New York and he had done the elected members and 

the county proud. On behalf of the Fianna Fail group Councillor S Power thanked the 

Mayor for representing the county so well and for bringing such energy and 

enthusiasm to the role. Councillor McEvoy echoed Councillor S Power’s comments 

noting in particular the Mayor’s excellent interpersonal skills and ability to deal with 

difficult situations fairly and with respect. Councillor McGinley, Councillor Moore and 

Councillor Cussen all added their congratulations to the Mayor complimenting him on 

his helpful, pleasant and positive approach to the role.  

 

The Chief Executive joined with the members in thanking the Mayor for all his work 

over the last 12 months stating he had carried out the role in a proud, hardworking, 

diligent and good humored manner noting it was a busy and sometimes difficult job 

and he had done an outstanding job. Mr Carey stated it had been an absolute 

pleasure to work with him and acknowledged the strong support he had received 

from his family stating it had been a pleasure to get to know them also. He 

concluded by saying that as first citizen of the county, he had done the county proud 

and at all times was so respectful of the staff and worked in partnership with all the 

elected members and had carried out the role of Mayor with great aplomb and pride.  

 

The Mayor thanked the Deputy Mayor Daragh Fitzpatrick for all his assistance and 

support over the last 12 months. He also thanked the members and the Chief 

Executive for their kind words and accepted a presentation to mark his term as 
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Mayor.  

The Mayor invited nominations for the post of Mayor for the coming year. On the 

proposal of Councillor Fitzpatrick seconded by Councillor Doyle, Councillor S Power 

was nominated for the position of Mayor.  

 

In proposing Councillor S Power, Councillor Fitzpatrick stated he was a person of 

integrity with immense knowledge and experience and confirmed he had the full 

support of the Fianna Fail group. As there were no other nominations, Councillor S 

Power was deemed elected and took the chair. Councillor Miley stated it was a great 

honour to call Councillor S Power up stating it was a very proud moment for him and 

his family. 

 

In accepting the position as Mayor, Councillor S Power thanked Councillor 

Fitzpatrick and Councillor Doyle for their nominations and thanked the members for 

their support. He also thanked the outgoing Mayor acknowledging the work he had 

done and thanked him in this regard.  

 

The Mayor firstly thanked his proposer and seconder Councillor Fitzpatrick and 

Councillor Doyle. He also thanked all the members for endorsing him as their Mayor 

and acknowledged the work of the previous four Mayors also. He also remembered 

Councillor Willie Callaghan and Councillor Willie Crowley both whom he had served 

with on the council.  

 

The Mayor went on to thank Michelle and his four children for their support to him in 

his role as a councillor and now as Mayor. He also wished to thank his friends in the 

gallery who had supported him over the years stating he was very happy they were 

there to share this day with him. He went on to state it was very important to portray 

the county in a positive way and not to be afraid to tell the positive story and went on 

to outline the significant number of successful projects/businesses in the county 

making special mention to Kildare as the thoroughbred county and the importance of 

the ongoing redevelopment of the three racecourses in the county and that he would 

be putting a serious effort into enhancing and improving The Curragh Plains as a 

valuable resource given the terrible destruction it is experiencing currently.  
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The Mayor spoke about the need to progress our programme of housing and to 

continue to deal with the issue of homelessness by adopting a multi-faceted 

approach in this regard. He referenced the significant increase in population and the 

change in the age profile of our county as highlighted in the AIRO reports launched 

at the June council meeting. The Mayor went on to note that LPT funding has been a 

blessing for many communities noting there are pockets of the county that have not 

felt any recovery and the council needs to spread the investment around the entire 

county. He thanked Councillor Kennedy for the work he had done in building 

relationships with the Guan Dong province and hoped that the council could develop 

this relationship in a much bigger way.  

 

The Mayor concluded by saying that perfection does not exist but that we should all 

start on the premise that everyone is trying to do their best. He indicated that whilst 

chairing the meetings, he would not be voting on anything unless there was a tie and 

hoped that everyone would treat each other with respect and would ensure that 

everyone was allowed to make a contribution in a meaningful way.  

 

The members extended their congratulations to the Mayor and wished him every 

success in his term as Mayor.  

 

The Chief Executive extended his congratulations to the Mayor also and assured him 

of the executive’s continued full co-operation and support for the year ahead and 

stated he looked forward to working with him to further the success of Kildare.   

 

02/0618 

Election of Deputy Mayor 

The Mayor invited nominations for the post of Deputy Mayor for the coming year. On 

the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Brett, Councillor R Power  

was nominated for the position of Deputy Mayor. As there were no other 

nominations, Councillor R Power was deemed elected to the post of Deputy Mayor.  

 

The Mayor and members congratulated Councillor R Power on his election as 
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Deputy Mayor for the county. Councillor R Power thanked his colleagues for their 

nomination, thanked his wife and children and extended family for their support and 

congratulated Councillor S Power on his appointment as Mayor and stated it would 

be a great honour to serve alongside him and that he was very proud to accept the 

position of Deputy Mayor and looked forward to the year ahead. 

 

The Mayor thanked all the members and welcomed Councillor R Power as Deputy 

Mayor. 

 

This concluded the annual meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


